City of Duvall Housing Needs Assessment

Glossary

Affordable housing: The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) considers housing to

be affordable if the household is spending no more than 30 percent of its income on housing costs (rent, mortgage
payments, utilities, etc.). A healthy housing market includes a variety of housing types that are affordable to a range of
different household income levels. However, the term “affordable housing” is often used to describe income restricted
housing available only to qualifying low-income households. Income-restricted housing can be located in public,
nonprofit, or for-profit housing developments. It can also include households using vouchers to help pay for market-rate
housing (see “Vouchers” below for more details).

American Community Survey (ACS): This is an ongoing nationwide survey conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau. It is
designed to provide communities with current data about how they are changing. The ACS collects information such as
age, race, income, commute time to work, home value, veteran status, and other important data from U.S. households.

Area median income (AMI): This is a term that commonly refers to the area-wide median family income calculation
provided by the federal Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for a county or metropolitan region.
Income limits to qualify for affordable housing are often set relative to AMIL. In this report, unless otherwise indicated,
AMI refers to the HUD Area Median Family Income (HAMFI).

Cost-burden: When a household that spends more than 30 percent of their gross income on housing costs, including
utilities, they are cost-burdened. When a household pays more than 50 percent of their gross income on housing,
including utilities, they are severely cost-burdened. Cost-burdened households have less money available for other
essentials, like food, clothing, transportation, and medical care.

Fair market rent (FMR): HUD determines what a reasonable rent level should be for a geographic area and sets this as
the area’s fair market rent. Housing choice voucher program voucher holders are limited to selecting units that do not
rent for more than fair market rent.

Family: This census term refers to a household where two or more people are related by birth, marriage, or adoption.

Household: A household is a group of people living within the same housing unit. The people can be related, such as
family. A person living alone in a housing unit, or a group of unrelated people sharing a housing unit, is also counted as
a household. Group quarters population, such as those living in a college dormitory, military barrack, or nursing home,
are not considered to be living in households. The census sometimes refers to “occupied housing units” and considers all
persons living in an occupied housing unit to be a single household. So, Census estimates of occupied housing units and
households should be equivalent.

Household income: The census defines household income as the sum of the income of all people 15 years and older
living together in a household.

Householder: This refers to the person (or one of the people) in whose name the housing unit is owned or rented.

Income-restricted housing: This term refers to housing units that are only available to households with incomes at or
below a set income limit and are offered for rent or sale at a below-market rates. Some income-restricted rental housing
is owned by a city or housing authority, while others may be privately owned. In the latter case the owners typically
receive a subsidy in the form of a tax credit or property tax exemption. As a condition of their subsidy, these owners must
offer a set percentage of all units as income-restricted and affordable to household at a designated income level.
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Low-income: Families that are designated as low-income may qualify for income-subsidized housing units. HUD
categorizes families as low-income, very low-income, or extremely low-income relative to area median family incomes
(MFI), with consideration for family size.

INCOME CATEGORY HOUSEHOLD INCOME
Extremely low-income 30% of HAMFI or less
Very low-income 30-50% of HAMFI
Low-income 50-80% of HAMFI
Moderate income 80-100% of HAMFI
Above median income >100% of HAMFI

Median family income (MFI): The median income of all family households in the metropolitan region or county.
Analyses of housing affordability typically group all households by income level relative to area median family income.
Median income of non-family households is typically lower than for family households. In this report, both MFI and AMI
refer to the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development Area Median Family Income (HAMFI).

Subsidized housing: Public housing, rental assistance vouchers, and developments that use Low-income Housing Tax
Credits (LIHTC) are examples of subsidized housing. Subsidized housing lowers overall housing costs for people who live
in it. Affordable housing and subsidized housing are different, even though they are sometimes used interchangeably.

Tenure: Tenure references the ownership of a housing unit in relation to the household occupying the unit. According to
the US Census Bureau, a housing unit is “owned” if the owner or co-owner lives in the unit, even if it is mortgaged or not
fully paid for. A cooperative or condominium unit is “owned” only if the owner or co-owner lives in it. All other occupied
units are classified as “rented,” including units rented for cash rent and those occupied without payment of cash rent.

Transportation: In context of the Location Affordability Index, this term refers to costs associated with auto ownership,
auto use, and transit use.

Vouchers (Tenant-based and Project-based): HUD provides housing vouchers to qualifying low-income households.
These are typically distributed by local housing authorities. Vouchers can be “"tenant-based”, meaning the household can
use the vouchers to help pay for market-rate housing in the location of their choice. They pay the difference between
the fair market rent and 30 percent of the tenant’s income. Or the vouchers can be “project-based”, meaning they are
assigned to a specific building.
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