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Boards & Commissions

Planning Commission

Number of Members: 7

Appointed By: Mayor, Confirmed by City Council

Purpose/Comments: Makes recommendations to the City Council, and 
on some issues makes decisions on land use issues 
such as zoning. The principle guide to making land 
use decisions in Duvall is the Comprehensive Plan 
of the City and the Zoning Ordinance.

The Commission meets twice a month on the first 
and third Thursdays at 7:00 PM and staffing is 
provided by the Planning Department.

Civil Service Commission

Number of Members: 5

Appointed By: Mayor, Confirmed by City Council

Purpose/Comments: The Civil Service Commission is intended to ensure 
equitable treatment of Police Offices by the City. 
The Commission conducts testing for new officers 
and promotional exams and hears appeals of 
disciplinary actions. The Civil Service Commission 
meets on the first Thursday of each month at 6:00 
PM at the Duvall Police Station.



Duvall Cultural Commission

Number of Members: 8

Appointed By: Mayor, Confirmed by City Council

Purpose/Comments: The Arts Commission initiates, sponsors, and 
conducts public programs to further the 
development and public awareness of and 
interest in the fine and performing arts, and the 
preservation of the cultural heritage of the City of 
Duvall. 

Duvall Library Board

Number of Members: 5

Appointed By: Mayor, Confirmed by City Council

Purpose/Comments: Makes reports and recommendations to the City 
Council as may be deemed advisable as to the 
status of library services and facilities being made 
available to the residents of the City by the King 
County Library Districts. The Library Board meets 
the fourth Monday of each month.
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     OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
October 1, 2009

Citizens and City Council Members:

This year, the administrative team and I took a different approach with the 2010 budget.  We 
made sure that the primary driver of the process was a firm policy approach to funding the 
services that we provide to our citizens.  I instructed the administrative team to follow the policy 
direction established by the city council through the goals and objectives setting process that we 
went through earlier this year.  By taking this approach, not only are we able to continue 
providing the visibility and transparency requested of us but, it is also the most responsible way 
to manage and allocate the scarce resources that we have.  The Council, as the policy makers, 
provides us with their vision of the community through the goals and objectives that they
establish.  We take these goals and objectives and translate them into the budget.  Through this 
process, the budget becomes the City of Duvall’s primary policy statement. It allocates 
resources among departments; is a reflection the city council’s priorities and policies; and 
establishes guidelines as to the amounts that will be spent to provide the services desired by 
the citizens. The resulting budget also conveys to the citizens the Council’s vision for the future 
and communicates why we have allocated the scarce resources in the manner that we did. 

It is evident through the continued economic difficulties that resources will remain scarce at 
least through the fiscal year of 2010.  While there are indications that the economy has 
bottomed, there are no indications that an economic recovery is yet fully underway.  We have 
reflected this in our conservative approach to estimating revenues and the expansion of 
services.  This is a “hold the line” budget which provides the necessary services without the 
need to expand them. 

The 2010 Preliminary Budget that I am presenting to the City Council for their approval is a 
balanced budget; in that those available resources equal proposed expenditures.  The 2010 
Preliminary Budget, as compared to the 2009 Budget is as follows:

Fund Description:
2009 

Budget

2010 
Preliminary 

Budget

2009-2010 
% Change

General Fund $  4,984,677 $  4,948,133 -0.73%
Special Revenue 
Funds

$  1,499,848 $  1,419,652 -5.35%

Capital Project Funds $  6,484,516 $  1,621,630 -74.99%
Utility Funds $10,964,764 $  8,604,799 -21.52%
Bond Funds $  1,075,000 $  1,067,948 -0.66%
Total Budget $25,008,805 $17,662,162 -29.38%
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works position was funded for 2009 and since that position was not filled, it is not being funded 
for 2010.  As we explore further our information technology needs, it may be necessary to ask 
for staff person in this area (being funded by dollars currently spent on a consultant).  This need 
will be assessed as the Council proceeds in its evaluation of the preliminary budget and 
adjustments, if necessary, made prior to final approval.

While continuing to make adjustments to the operations of the City of Duvall to meet the needs 
and requests of the citizens, there are several unknowns that could have an affect on our ability 
to provide these services.  Initiative 1033, loss of State shared revenues, continued decline in 
assessed value, continued financial crises, and a continued economic malaise are some of the 
unknowns that we are facing.  All of these will provide challenges to the City of Duvall.  

In order to meet these challenges, I believe we have positioned ourselves through the budget 
process to do so.  We have a lean, knowledgeable, capable and dedicated staff enacting 
council’s policies.  We are all aware of the challenges facing us and make sure that whatever 
steps are taken, we are not jeopardizing the services that we provide to the citizens.  The 
changes we are continuing to make and the steps we are taking will continue to protect our 
future while meeting the needs of our community.  We continue to look to the future with 
confidence.
   
Sincerely,

Will Ibershof
Mayor



Executive Summary
2010 Preliminary Budget

Introduction

The 2010 preliminary budget follows the requirements established by the State Legislature in 
RCW 35A.  The preliminary budget is primarily a policy document used to make decisions about 
the allocation of limited resources between differing needs.  The policies are decided upon and 
summarized in the City Council’s goals and objectives which were established at the beginning 
of the budget process.  The preliminary budget is also an operating document that defines the 
actions that city departments are to take during the budget year.

The 2010 preliminary budget represents a “hold the line” approach in a period of economic 
turmoil.  After coming out of moratorium in 2005, the City experienced a short period of 
residential and commercial development.  This provided the resources necessary for the 
improvement and expansion of services.  Services were expanded to meet anticipated needs 
that were not realized due to the sudden economic downturn that occurred late in 2008.   The 
result was that the 2009 budget was adjusted to a more reasonable level.  This adjustment in 
operations continued into the development of the 2010 preliminary budget.  The City is 
currently facing a leveling of revenue growth and has shown strong resiliency in maintaining 
revenues at the 2008 levels.  The City of Duvall is poised to grow as there are approximately 
1,300 known residential units in some stage of development.  This signifies a strong 
commitment by the residential development community to the City.  The question is the 
supporting infrastructure.  The City’s Utilities are well poised to meet this demand through 
additional facilities development and the funds will be available to accomplish this once the 
financial industry allows development to occur again.  

The current economic and financial industry crisis is the primary cause for the City’s current 
situation and is reflected in the development of the 2010 budget.  As the fiscal and economic 
conditions change, the financial impacts of the development change.  Most particularly, the 
financial changes impact the diversity and structure of revenues and the sustainability of 
services.  The Administration and staff continually assess the changes and make adjustments to 
operations.  The 2010 preliminary budget initiates the practice of funding reserves, maintaining 
an adequate ending fund balance in each fund, and holds expenditures at a very conservative 
level.  This conservative practice will contribute to the success that the City of Duvall now 
during these difficult economic times and in the future when the picture is bright. 

Economy

The future of the City is being determined by the economy and the financial crisis that began in 
June of 2007 and continues to this date.  Each day brings added concern as many of the small 
financial institutions continue to enter bankruptcy or are sold to those who have the financial 
resources to provide the necessary capital to maintain operations.  This financial crisis is the 
primary source for the continued decline of the economy.  As the following charts from the 
Business section of the 9/27/09 edition of the Seattle Times indicate, there has been 
improvement in the economy from the low of the crisis:
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SOURCE: Seattle Times Business Section 9/27/09

The biggest concern nationally and regionally is what has sparked this improvement has been a 
huge amount of governmental involvement.  The tax credit on homes which is discussed later is 
a contributing factor.  What has significantly fueled the economy and has contributed to 
consumer confidence has been the “cash for clunkers” program which has been completed.  
This has provided the confidence that by replacing cars, Detroit will get going again and that 
manufacturing will improve.  Alas, that is not going to be the case.  While the fourth quarter is 
shown as increasing by these charts:




