
FAQs What’s in an Overlay Project? 

Design (2-4 months): 
Prepare plans & bid specifications detailing out the 
project requirements, limits & bid items. 

Bid (2 months): 
Prepares documents where contractors can view which 
have enough detail to “bid” the work 

Award (1 month): 
Review results & checks bid legitimacy to present to 
City Council for project award. 

Construction (1-2 months): 
After City Council decides to move forward work 
begins & staff manages the work. 

What is an Overlay? 
An “Overlay”, generally speaking is 
the placement of 1.5 to 3 inches of 
asphalt over existing pavement that 
has been repaired and prepped. 
Cracks and failed areas should be 
removed and replace to the existing 
surface level prior to overlay 
placement. 

 
Why an Overlay? 
Periodic, programmatic overlay 
applications prolong the life of the 
roadway surface at a significant cost 
savings rather than allowing the 
roadway to the point of full failure. 

 

What does  it cost for an 
Overlay? 
Current market conditions place 
Overlay preparation and placement 

by a licensed contractor at  $60 / 
Square Yard for the project. 
Administrative (Engineering, 
construction management, etc.) 

costs add  15% onto the 
construction costs. 



Current Example of what a Overlay Bid looks like : 

 $60 / square yard 

(w/out Admin) 


